A Multidisciplinary Bootcamp as an Educational Launch to a Geriatric Emergency Department.
Emergency department (ED) visits are increasing among patients ≥65 years of age. Geriatric EDs (GED) provide specialized emergency care for this older population. Interdisciplinary education of GED staff and providers is needed as part of the development of a GED. We sought to describe the effective use of a GED bootcamp as an educational mechanism for the introduction of a GED to a health system. An all-day, in-person GED bootcamp was held on the campus of our health system's medical school campus and was led by experts in geriatric emergency care. Participants in the bootcamp were professionals from a variety of health care fields and medical specialties as well as health care administrators and health policy professionals. Bootcamp attendees were administered a survey at the completion of the bootcamp. The survey asked about knowledge and interest in concepts relating to GEDs that the participants had both before and after attending the bootcamp. A total of 100 participants from a range of health care fields and medical specialties were present for the GED bootcamp. Fifty percent of bootcamp participants completed both before and after bootcamp survey questions. Among these, there was a significant increase in the level of high knowledge and interest in concepts relating to GEDs when comparing pre- and postbootcamp survey results (p < 0.001). An all-day, in-person GED bootcamp was an effective forum to bring together an interdisciplinary health care group and provide meaningful emergency geriatric care education.